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Council Meeting 1 
 Minutes 2 

May 7, 2007 3 
 4 

A Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Leonia, Bergen County, 5 
New Jersey, was held this evening in the Borough Hall Annex, commencing at 7:30pm 6 
 7 
Mayor Laurence Cherchi called the meeting to order. 8 
 9 
Mayor Laurence Cherchi asked everyone to stand while Councilman Hawkins led the 10 
Pledge of Allegiance. 11 
 12 
Council Present:   Mayor Laurence Cherchi, Councilpersons Heveran (arrived at 13 

7:40pm) Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore, Raucci 14 
 15 
Council Absent: none 16 
  17 
Also Present: Fran Lehmann, Borough Clerk, Brian Giblin, Borough Attorney 18 

Jack Terhune Borough Administrator  19 
 20 
OPEN MEETING STATEMENT 21 
 22 
Conditions of the Open Meeting Act have been met by Notice placed on the Bulletin 23 
Board at Borough Hall and notices sent to the Official Newspaper. 24 
 25 
Mayor Cherchi pointed out the Fire Exit. 26 
 27 
Proclamation Mayor Cherchi stated there was a proclamation for the Scleroderma 28 
Foundation. 29 
 30 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 31 
 32 
Council Meeting Minutes – October 3, 2006 – a motion was made by Councilman 33 
Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Raucci to approve the Council Meeting Minutes of 34 
October 3, 2006. 35 
Roll call vote: Councilpersons Heveran, Hawkins, Puzzo and Raucci voted yes, 36 
Councilpersons Choi and Raspa-Gore abstained. 37 
 38 
Council Meeting Minutes – March 5, 2007 - a motion was made by Councilman 39 
Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Raucci to approve the Council Meeting Minutes of 40 
March 5, 2007. 41 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore and Raucci 42 
voted yes. Minutes approved. 43 
 44 
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Council Minutes - March 19, 2007 – a motion was made by Councilman Hawkins, 45 
seconded by Councilman Raucci to approve the Council Meeting Minutes of March 19, 46 
2007.  47 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore and Raucci 48 
voted yes. Minutes approved. 49 
 50 
Special Meeting Minutes – March 26, 32007 - a motion was made by Councilman 51 
Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Raucci to approve the Special Meeting Minutes of 52 
March 26, 2007.  53 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore and Raucci 54 
voted yes. Minutes approved. 55 
 56 
Council Meeting Minutes – April 2, 2007 a motion was made by Councilman Hawkins, 57 
seconded by Councilman Raucci to approve the Minutes of April 2, 2007. 58 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore and Raucci 59 
voted yes. Minutes approved. 60 
 61 
Council Meeting Minutes – April 9, 2007 a motion was made by Councilman Hawkins, 62 
seconded by Councilman Raucci to approve the Minutes of April 9, 2007. 63 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore and Raucci 64 
voted yes. Minutes approved. 65 
 66 
Council Meeting Minutes of April 16, 2007 a motion was made by Councilman Hawkins, 67 
seconded by Councilman Raucci to approve the Minutes of April 16, 2007. 68 
Roll call vote: Councilpersons Heveran, Hawkins, Puzzo and Raucci voted yes, 69 
Councilpersons Choi and Raspa-Gore abstained. 70 
 71 
Special Closed Session Minutes of February 12, 2007 - a motion was made by 72 
Councilman Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Raucci to approve the Special Closed 73 
Session Minutes of February 12, 2007. 74 
 75 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Raspa-Gore, Raucci voted yes. 76 
Councilman Puzzo abstained. Minutes approved. 77 
 78 
Closed Session Minutes of February 12, 2007 - a motion was made by Councilman 79 
Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Raucci to approve the Closed Session Minutes of 80 
February 12, 2007. 81 
 82 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Raspa-Gore, Raucci voted yes. 83 
Councilman Puzzo abstained. Minutes approved. 84 
 85 
Closed Session Minutes of March 12, 2007 - a motion was made by Councilman 86 
Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Raucci to approve the Closed Session Minutes of 87 
March 12, 2007. 88 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raucci voted yes. 89 
Councilwoman Raspa-Gore abstained. Minutes approved. 90 
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COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 91 
Nina Gaetjens – 351 Oakdene Avenue – Inquired if there were any regulations requiring 92 
construction sights to be fenced off for safety? Two homes were knocked down on 93 
Washington Terrace leaving an area unprotected. Mr. Giblin advised Mrs. Gaetjens if she 94 
felt the sight was unsafe to call the Building Department. Mr. Terhune will also advise 95 
the Building Department. 96 
 97 
RESOLUTIONS 98 
 99 
Councilman Puzzo asked for Resolution 07-114 and 115 be pulled 100 
 101 
Mayor Cherchi questioned the payments made to UNUM. The Borough Clerk explained 102 
these were the long and short term disability coverage. 103 
Mayor Cherchi questioned a payment for Birdsall Engineering. Mr. Terhune explained 104 
the payment. 105 
 106 
Councilman Puzzo asked to have Resolution 07-117 included in the vote.  All agreed. 107 
 108 
A motion was made by Councilman Puzzo seconded by Council President Heveran to 109 
approve Resolution 07-105 through 07-113, 07-116 and 07-117 110 
 111 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore, Raucci 112 
voted yes. Resolutions approved. 113 
 114 
Resolution 07-114 – Councilman Puzzo asked the Borough Administrator to verify with 115 
the JIF for coverage and to add “contingent on the approval from the JIF”. Councilman 116 
Puzzo inquired if alcohol was going to be sold? Council President Heveran explained 117 
there will be the sale of a commemorative mug which maybe filled with beer. 118 
Council President Heveran made a motion to approve Resolution 07-114, seconded by 119 
Councilman Puzzo.  120 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore and Raucci voted yes. 121 
Councilman Hawkins abstained. Resolution approved. 122 
 123 
Resolution 07-115 – Councilman Hawkins made a motion to approve Resolution 07-115, 124 
seconded by Councilman Raucci.  125 
Roll call vote; Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Raspa-Gore, Raucci voted yes. 126 
Councilman Puzzo abstained. Resolution 07-115 approved. 127 
 128 
ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 129 
 130 

  Adoption of Ordinance 06-07 entitled: 131 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE II “BOARD OF 132 
ADJUSTMENT” BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 37-10C 133 
  Borough Clerk read the Ordinance by Title 134 
  Public Hearing – No one spoke. 135 
 136 
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A motion was made by Council President Heveran, seconded by Councilman 137 
Raucci to adopt on final reading Ordinance 06-07. 138 
 139 
ROLL CALL Councilpersons, Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore, 140 
Raucci voted yes. Ordinance 06-07 adopted. 141 

 142 
 Adoption of Ordinance 08-07 entitled: 143 

 144 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE I “PLANNING BOARD” BY 145 
ADDING A NEW SECTION 37-4.G 146 
  Borough Clerk read the Ordinance by Title 147 
  Public Hearing – No one spoke. 148 
 149 
A motion was made by Councilman Hawkins, seconded by Councilman Choi to 150 
adopt on final reading Ordinance 08-07. 151 
 152 
ROLL CALL Councilpersons, Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore, 153 
Raucci vote yes. Ordinance 08-07 adopted. 154 

 155 
 Adoption of Ordinance 09-07 entitled: 156 

 157 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 11-06 AND TO FIX 158 
THE COMPENSATION RANGE FOR 911 TELECOMMUNICATION 159 
DISPATCHERS 160 
  Borough Clerk read the Ordinance by Title 161 
  Public Hearing – No one spoke. 162 
 163 
A motion was made by Councilperson Hawkins, seconded by Council President 164 
to adopt on final reading Ordinance 09-07. 165 
 166 
ROLL CALL Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore, 167 
Raucci voted yes. Ordinance 09-07 adopted. 168 
 169 

 Adoption of Ordinance 10-07 entitled: 170 
 171 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 290 OF THE ORDINANCES 172 
OF THE BOROUGH OF LEONIA ENTITLED ZONING BY THE 173 
ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION 290-24H 174 
  Borough Clerk read the Ordinance by Title 175 
  Public Hearing – No one spoke. 176 
 177 
A motion was made by Councilman Puzzo, seconded by Councilman Raucci to 178 
adopt on final reading Ordinance 10-07. 179 
 180 
ROLL CALL Councilpersons Heveran, Choi, Hawkins, Puzzo, Raspa-Gore, 181 
Raucci voted yes. Ordinance 10-07 adopted 182 
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 183 
Mayor Cherchi announced he was planning on vetoing the Ordinance. 184 

 185 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 186 

a.) Borough Hall Mail – Council President Heveran wanted to make sure 187 
that all mail addressed to the Mayor and Council was being opened by the 188 
Borough Clerk and sent to the Council. The Borough Clerk stated yes. 189 

 190 
b.) Fort Lee Rd/Glenwood Avenue – Councilman Puzzo asked the status of 191 

this change in traffic flow. The Borough Clerk explained that Traffic 192 
Officer Tamagny would like to have the changes designed by the Borough 193 
Engineer. This will be discussed at the next meeting with the Engineer. 194 

c.) Broad Avenue and Fort Lee Road – Councilman Puzzo inquired about 195 
the turning lanes. The Borough Administrator explained the contractor 196 
installed the signal loops for future use. Mr. Terhune explained the 197 
County’s position with not putting the turning lanes on Broad Avenue. It 198 
was suggested a traffic study be done. 199 

 200 
d.) Rent Leveling – Councilman Puzzo asked Mr. Terhune to review some 201 

Rent Leveling Ordinances from other communities. The Governing Body 202 
discussed the number of members that should be appointed to the Board. 203 
This will be discussed again at the meeting of May 14, 2007. 204 

 205 
e.) Engineering Proposals – Mr. Terhune reviewed the proposals submitted 206 

by the Borough Engineer. 207 
Mayor Cherchi noted that Palisades Park is looking to share the cost of 208 
repaving Oakdene between Broad Avenue and Grand Avenue. 209 
 210 

f.) Downtown Planner – Councilman Puzzo handed out proposals that were 211 
received for the Planner. Mr. Terhune explained the need for the Planner, 212 
besides addressing the Downtown; the Planner would also be responsible 213 
for completing the necessary paperwork for the third round recertification 214 
for COAH. Mr. Terhune is going to set up interviews for the position of 215 
Planner for the beginning of June. 216 

 217 
NEW BUSINESS 218 
 219 

a.) 2007 Street Program Engineering – Councilman Puzzo – Councilman 220 
Puzzo inquired about the 2007 Street Proposal. Mr. Terhune referred to a 221 
letter sent by the Borough Engineer to PSE&G outlining the proposed 222 
roads for 2007. Mr. Terhune suggested adding Palisades Avenue as an 223 
alternate to the proposal. The bid specifications are in the process of being 224 
prepared. The Council discussed the issues of Lakeview Avenue. 225 

 226 
 227 
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b.) Basement Water/ Basement Clean-up – Councilman Raucci – 228 
Councilman Raucci noted that the basement is in need of work. There are 229 
water problems, the lighting is bad and it needs major reorganizing. Once 230 
the construction in Borough Hall is completed he would like to start 231 
cleaning the basement and making some repairs. 232 

 233 
c.) Meadowview Fence – Council President Heveran – Council President 234 

Heveran referred to a memo as a result of the latest Planning Board 235 
meeting. It is their desire to take steps to initiate legal action against 236 
Meadowview Condominiums to remove the fence from the shade tree 237 
right-of-way in accordance with the original approval when the site plan 238 
was approved. The issue was discussed by the Governing Body. The 239 
Borough Clerk will get the file from the Building Department for 240 
Meadowview. Mr. Giblin will review the file and advise the Governing 241 
Body.  242 

 243 
d.) Cable Franchise Renewal – Borough Clerk – Councilman Puzzo recused 244 

himself from the discussion. The Borough Clerk referred a letter the Board 245 
of Public Utilities regarding the time table for renewal. Mr. Giblin will 246 
review the documents from the BPU and advise the Governing Body.  247 

 248 
e.) Disclosure Forms – Mayor Cherchi – Mayor Cherchi explained why he 249 

requested the Building Department fill out the specific Disclosure Form 250 
which is different than the ones filed by the rest of the employees. 251 
 252 
Councilman Raucci would like the hours to be increased for the Building 253 
Department to be open one evening to better serve the residents that 254 
cannot come in during the normal working hours. The hours would be 255 
Tuesday until 7:00 and leave early on Friday. Mr. Terhune inquired if this 256 
was going to include all employees there is a need in all offices for 257 
evening hours. 258 

 259 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 260 
 261 
No one spoke 262 
 263 
CORRESPONDENCE 264 
 265 
No Correspondence 266 
 267 
CLOSED SESSION G 268 
 269 
A motion was made by Councilman Puzzo, seconded by Councilman Raucci to go into 270 
Closed Session to discuss the following:  Health Department Personnel, Tax collector, 271 
604 Main Street, Mr. Mitzner, Katherine Lane 272 
 273 
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ADJOURNMENT 274 
 275 
A motion was made by Councilman Puzzo to adjourn the meeting, seconded by 276 
Councilman Hawkins. All in favor none opposed. 277 
 278 
Meeting adjourned at 11:00PM 279 
 280 
Respectfully Submitted, 281 
 282 
 283 
 284 
Fran Lehmann 285 
Borough Clerk 286 
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